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To  the  Electors  of  Comox-Albcrni : 


Ladies  and  (iextle.mev: 

Haying  acccptpd  the  Liberal  nomination  for  the 
IX)minion  House  of  Commons  in  the  apprtiachintj  election. 
I  wish  to  place  before  you  at  once  a  brief  statement  of 
my  ptjsition  on  the  great  war  issues. 

This  is  a  time  for  straight  «;ho<>ting  and  plain  speaking. 
Facts  must  be  stpiarely  faced.  I  have  no  sympathy  witij 
ambiguous  declarations  of  policy  and  will  be  direct. 

I  am  a  Liberal  and  proud  of  it.  I  am  also  a  Britisher  Duty  of 
and  prouder  of  that  privilege.  In  this  election  and  iii  the  Hour 
Parliament  until  peace  is  restored  tlic  necessities  of  the 
war  must  outweigh  all  other  considerations.  The  tremen- 
dous seriousness  of  the  world  conflict  and  what  it  means 
immediately  to  us  is  not  sufficiently  appreciated.  If  (Ger- 
many wins,  Canada  will  be  colonized  by  millions  of  Huns 
In  short  order  and  our  lot  under  ruthless  Prussian  rule  will 
he  such  as  to  make  even  the  meanest  slacker  wish  he  had 
done  his  bit.  It  is  necessary,  therefore,  in  this  election 
that  we  forget  as  far  as  possible  petty  party  advantage  and 
remember  that  the  matter  of  supreme  importance  is  to  beat 
the  Kaiser  and  win  the  war.  I  deprecate  any  body  of 
men  arrogating  to  themsel^ves  the  title.  "VVin-the-War 
Party,"  and  challenge  their  exclusive  qualification*.  Every- 
one in  Canada  is  anxious  to  win  the  war,  outside  of  some 
unassimilated  foreigners,  a  few  irresponsible  blackguards 
and  the  nationalist  vipers  of  Quebec  that  were  bred  and 
pampered  by  the  present  government.  The  only  diflPerence 
will  be  as  to  the  best  means  to  be  adopted.  In  accord  with 
my  previous  record  at  Ottawa  I  reserve  freedom  to  support 
any  action,  from  whatever  quarter  emanating,  that  will 
wisely  and  cflFcctually  help  bring  the  war  to  a  speedy  and 
triumphant  end. 

It  may  be  appropriate  to  say  a  word  here  about  the  National 
suggestion  of  a  coalition  or  national  government.    If  all  Government 
the  talents  of  all  parties  and  classes  could  be  gathered  into 
a  harmonious  cabinet  it  would  be  the  ideal  solution  of  our 
federal  problem.    Such  a  government  would  be  acclaimed 
by  all   except  a   few   irreconcilables  to   right  and  some 
machine  politicians  who  would  lose  their  only  opportunities  Impossible 
for  place  and  power.     But  since  the  Conservatives  have  Premiership 
made  the  leadership  of  Sir  Robert  Borden  a  sine  qua  nun   of  Borden 
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tliPv    havi- 
rcniiiT    Monlci 


a.iil    thiM 


Ni   fliclr   parfiVipaflun   In   siu  li   a   u"-vcrnm<'nt 
nia<l«'    it,    lor    tin-    present,    iiiip<w,i|,l,..      [> 
tanridt  ccapc  hi>  res|M)ii>ii|iilifv  for: 

The  inevciivalile  waste  of  puhlii  funds-  for  rxampl  •, 
^pernlin^  ^s<>.<><x>.(hkj  on  the  transportation  of  tens  ot 
ihoiisamls  of  nif.li.  .illv  unlit  men  overseas  and  milli<,ns  of 
worthless  outfits  that  were  Inunediatels  jutiked  in  Frame; 
The  v\ar  standaU  tliat  ha\e  lowered  the  iimral  and 
liisiness  standin^  ot  Canathi ; 

1  he  marching'  of  our  hra\e  men  info  action  with  the 

u-eless    R(>,s    rifh-,   onl>    to   he    mowed   down   as   helpless 

laryets  h>  the  murderous  fire  of  the  enem>  ; 

Reasotis  I'"'    cruel    neglect    ot     returned    soldiers 

for  This  dependents; 

1  he  introdui  tlon  and  t<deraiue  of  politics,  favoritism 
and  snobl-er>   in  the  army : 

'I'he  rewardin^  of  traitors  and  the  eni()ur.-ii;ement  of 
anti-Hntish  sentiment  in  Queluv- in  Ujii  instruction* 
v.ere  issued  to  do  "an>tl;inu  to  heat  Laurier"  and  he  was 
dt.Tied  because  his  naval  p.  licy  was  too  British,  a  policy 
of  buildmj;  a  CaMa.lian  na\\  h\  Canadian  men  in  Cana.ilan 
|.orts,  a  poIic>  uhich  if  it  had  fructified  would  have  laiil 
the  foundation  f.-r  bi^  shipbuilding  in  British  Columbia 
;vu\  made  this  coast  toda>  one  of  the  Kreatest  shipbuilding 
I'oints  in  the  world ;  " 

'I'he  complete  capitulation  to  the  money  rln^fs,  banks 
and  bij;  interests ; 

1  he  trafficking'  in  concessions  —  turning  rij,'hts  info 
privile^'es  and  h.ddint;  up  those  uiio  would  develop  our 
natural  resources; 

The  deal  with  Mackenzie  and  Mann,  which  one  of 
the  fireatest  Canadians  and  strongest  Conservatives  has 
denounced   ;us  'ipiominious,  shameful   and   indefensible." 

The  outrajzeous  increase  in  the  cost  of  living  and  the 
unscrupulous  rei^n  of  profiteers  without  an)  determined 
effort  to  stop  It,  and  no  eftort  at  all  to  punish  them  or 
compel  restitution  ; 

The  niean,  partisan,  crooked  Franchise  Act  and  other 
acts  desijined  to  subordinate  everj  thing  to  the  rulini'  pas- 
sion for  p(jwer; 

The  unseeml>  abuse  of  parliamentarv  rights — forcing' 
through  in  a  violent  fit  of  coercion  dementia  bills  of  no 
merit  and  of  ver\  questionable  character ; 

Thevveak  and  vacillating  conduct  of  our  aflfairs  in 
this  period  of  terrible  strain,  when  the  utmost  strength 
and  stability  are  required. 

For  all  these  (apart  altogether  from  the  question  of 
conscription,  with  which  I  will  deal  later)  Premier 
Borden  is  answerable  to  the  people. 


1  hiH  iiulictmrnf  can  he  proven  to  thr  hllr  an.l  prrvrni-. 
Imn,  in  this  iriMs,  hrin^inn  fi.  anv  ui.vcrnnifnt  he  hpa<lv 
that  .IrtTPf  of  (jcneral  i.mH<h-mr  r.iiiiirr,|  in  the  wiMl.ini. 
I'Miram-  an.)  s,iiiarc  .Iralinu'  ot  ..iir  tclrral  M.linini^trafl..n. 
.\n>.)MP  but  a  bhn.l  partisan  lan  srr  thl .  i\  mi.  Atfrr  an 
rlntM.n  an.l  thr  i-h'ininati.m  ..t  th..M-  r«%|H.n>iblr  tor  the 
.hsuraccful  a.hninistratii.n  ..t  niilitarv  an.l  .l.mifsti.  affairs 
m  lana.la,  a  tnily  national  i:.i\rrn:ii<nt  lan  Ik-  lormr.l. 
In  the  nirantin.e  an  (•lnti..n  will  prui.-.-.j  an.l  thr  h..pr  „i 
thr  o..intr\  must  Iv  that  thr  eieit-.rs  xviii  ch.M.>c  r.-prc- 
M-ntatu.-s  wh.)  lan  bi-  tr.i>tc<i  to  pla.i-  Cana.la  an.l  th,- 
••ni|)irc  ao.)\c  partv   intiTt-sts. 

An  fifiti.m  is  a  iTrtaint\.     Some  \\<irtli\  liti/ciK  hav.- 
...nsulrrcl  it  iintortiinatr  to  have  a  o.ntest  at  this  time.     J 
have  never  shared  this  view.      To  carr\  out  war  nieasur.-s 
with   vipir  an.l   aicrptanie,   we   must   ha\e  a  virile   an.l 
representatixe     parliament.      Ndthinu   v  ill    Mvure   thi,   m. 
Mirel\   a-;  a  fresh,  .lirecf  man.latr  troni  the  pe.iple.     TJiere 
IS  no  i;.M..|  reason  to  apprehend  that  .m  elei  tion  will  infer- 
tere  with  our  work  in  the  war.     Rather  it  will  impr..ve 
our  efforts.      We  have  h:i.l  eleitions  «.iri,e  tin-  war  in  all 
the  provinces  but  one.  an.l  our  lo\altv  has  not  suffere.l. 
All   the  other  .-..l.inies  have   had  eleitions  an.l   their  /eai 
m  the  war  has  not  .liminishe.l,  but  increase.!.     This  is  a 
wai    ot   democracv— a   pe.iple's   war    tor    popular    human 
rights.      It  It  hec.mies  anvthinu  else  it  .le^enerates  into  a 
lore.  <,.,me,l   unworthy  thinjr.     Then  win    shoul.l   n..t  the 
|-e..pi«-  be  trusted  and  consulte.l?    'Dw  present  parliament 
IS  moribunti— It  is  40  members  short  ot  its  proper  number 
-It  .loes  n.,t  represent  the  pe..ple-an,l  any  continuation 
ot  It  would  be  to  encourage  aut(Krac\  in  Canada.     I  will 
not  .Iwell  upon  the  frantic  efforts  of  rabid  supporters  of 
the  k'overnment  to  prevent  an  election  or  wh\,  now  that 
an  election   is  inevitable,   thev  are  en.leav..rin>:  t.)  pass  a 
HaKrantiy  unfair  franchise  law  to  save  themselves.     Thi^ 
miserable,  pettifotmin^'  attempt  to  p.ick  the  j.irv  only  fur- 
nishes an  added  reason  why  the  public,  which  thev  have 
outra-ed  and  dread,  should  ^ivc  them  no  quarter  in  the 
battle  ot  ballots. 

The  conscription  bill  will  bulk  lar^c  in  this  election 
I  will  state  my  views  frankly  and  I  hope  clearl>.  If  con- 
-A-ription  had  been  fairly  applied  at  the  be>:innin;:  of  our 
participation  in  the  war  to  men,  monev  an.l  resources  I 
would  have  supp..rted  it.  I  will  yet  support  conscripti..n 
It  It  ever  becomes  necessary  —  pr.)vidinK  ii>one>  an.l 
lesources  are  properly  conscripted  with  men,  an.l  providing 
the  conscription  of  men  is  on  such  a  bjisis  that  the  total 
contributDns  of  men  from  each  province  will  be  made 
latably  equal.     I  declare  emphaticall>   that  at  the  present 
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t  iiM-  III  C'aiiaila  vniKriptioii  <it  iiu-n  i>  not  nrcr«ar\.  ai),| 
liirtli<TMi«ri-,  rhat  the  rorrilon  <.t  men  wiflioiif  .otiM  riptim; 
i:!<iiirv  ami  rcvnincs  and  uitlioiit  lia\  i(l^  rfnard  tn  the 
|'rc\ii.ii>  u)tifriliiifiotuof  men  trum  cai  h  provJiuc  i<  utitair, 
I' p  iiif.i  ami  unpatriotic.  Allow  im-  to  ainplif\  thc-H- 
>iatrnient>i. 

^ir>.f-    t'onstription  at  tlir  prrscnt   time  j.   not  ncrrs- 
-ars.    Canaila  Jour  >rar>  auo  ^^a^  larrvinu  on  it^  jx-.-n. fable 
piirMiits,    httir    tliinlcinu    ot    the    liorror>    ui    war.     ^>f, 
•Mtliin  three  Mar-,  it  lias  vo|imtaril>    resputwle.j  to  <|iif\s 
I  all   witli   44.»,.Ki<i  men-    a  ureater   tone  titan   the   whole 
l»riti-.h   r.mpire  put   info  South  Atriia.     M\    .hiring  tlee.U 
>.n  the  <iei(U  ot  battle  tlir\  have  won  immortal  i:lor>  and 
brought  imperi-habic  tame  t(.  Canada.     Such  an  achieve- 
ment by  any  jieople  «.h<)nltl  pio-.e  that   fhev    do  not  have 
to    be   driven    hie   a   pa<  k   ot   cravens   to   ,|o   their    duty. 
I'aiiadians  know  their  dut\  :    tlie>  have  and  will  iiloriousi; 
diNcharye  if,  and   the  vcr\    >uu;.'e>ti<»n  ot   the  necessity  of 
coercion    is   an    unwarranted   affront.      The   bov>   in    the 
tre.iche-  will  never  Ik-  de-erted,  their  tull  (i;.'htini:  strength 
will   be  m:;iiifaitied.     It   is  a  matt.T  ot   honor,   iluty  and 
pride  tor  us  to  do  s<>.     Thev    are  not  worr\in^'  that  we 
will  tail  them.     All  storie-  to  that  eftV.  t  are  unfounded 
iuid   made  for  a  manifest  purpi  >«•.     'I'he   facts  speak   for 
themselves.       I    hav?    the    Minister    of    Miliria'i,    figures 
before  me  as  I  w  rife.     We  have  ,it  present  enlisted  enmiyii 
Mddiers   \\ho  have  never   been  at   the  front,   to   maintain 
and    rtlieve   tho>e   at   the    front   for   the   next    two   year^. 
It    IS  a    fact   apparently   unknown    to   man\    advocates  »)f 
I'K-rcion,    and    never   stated    by    anv ,    that  We    have   only 
I42,();h)   in    France.     To  keep  up   this  strength   the   best 
mditary  authorities  say  it  will  reipn'rc  s.(xh)  men  a  month. 
'Iheie  are  over  i(X),o«x)  fit  Canadian  soldiers  in  Fnfiland 
who  have  never  crossed  the  cliannel.     .M,in\  of  these  have 
been  safely  there  for  two  \ears,  while  others  of  our  brave 
ones  have  had  to  endure  the  hell  of  shot  and  shell  for  an 
cipial  period.     The  boys  at  the  front  can  be  immediately 
relieved  by  our  own  trotps  now  in  the  Old  Country,  to 
say  nothing'  of  those  in  Canada  ready  to  ^o  over>eas.   Our 
(if,'htcrs  at  the  front  deserve  a  respite,  Ciod  knows,  and  it 
is  a  shame  that  the  authorities  bavins  It  at  hand  do  not 
>;rant  it  at  on<e.     The   front  men   know  this  and   their 
cry  is  not  to  Canada  for  more  recruits,  but  to  the  war 
office   for   fair   play.     More   men    from    Canada   are   not 
an  immediate  military  nece-sity.     More  men  are  required 
onlv  as  a  wise  provision  for  future  emergencies  in  a  war 
of  uncertain  lenirth  and  possibilities.     H  these  men  can  be 
Kot  by  voluntatv  enlistment  it  is  most  desirable.     We  aie 
all  aKree.l  wc  are  in  the  war  out  of  the  highest  considera- 


Ui>iu  lit  iivlli/ation.  Thr  spint  ,.|  „„i  u)n\  iiiu.f  p- 
Un.kr.l  t.i  a,  wril  a-  tlwir  minih.rs.  N  rherc  ati>  Uoubt 
tliaf  a  (lariiiu  laiia.liaii  voluiitcir  u  worth  i  Morr  Dt 
shaiHfd  ci'tiH-ripts ?  Who  will  H^ht  t..r  trrr.lotn  hke  trn- 
men.  Let  us  maiiifain  our  pr.Mi.i  r.ior.l  in  the  hi-roic 
paui-s  o(  rhi>  war. 

Cati     wc    ^rt    rnouiih    nu-ii   v\irh<iur   nxTi  imi  *      t  ,i 
»h)iil)tc.ll),  )es-  if  i-onilitioriH  arc  math-  ri^ht  in  thr  army 
and  at  lionic.     Thr  wonilt-r  ot  war   hi^torv    (or  ail   time 
will  hf  that  wc  rciruitcl  mi  nchly  untlrr  the  .listi.uranin,' 
and  obnoxi<>us  ■,ondition>  i'\i>.tin;;.      it   is  true*  thrrr  arr 
inrn  at  home  in  all  provinces  who  uni'ht  have  p.ne  to 
the  war,  hut  the  cheap  insult  <.t  "slacker"  and  "cowar.l  ' 
IS  too  lightly  pa^se.l,  and  while  I  honor  all  those  wh.i  have 
uone  (although  s-.mc  should  not  have  uonc),  vet  I  ilo  not 
Idame  all   those  who  have  not  (,'one.     AiHtralia  has  coti 
fribiited  to  the  forces  more  men  per  capita  than  Canada. 
Australians,  loval  to  the  core,  have  refund  to  he  c.nrced. 
I  liey   prefer   to   ti^;ht    for   deuKKracv    like    free   men   and 
since   conscription    was    defeate.l    in    Australia    \<duntaiy 
enlisting   has   In-cn    most   satisfactorv.     So   it    will    he    in 
Canada.     You  ilon't  have  to  be  a  coertionist  to  he  lojal 
and  \ou  don't  have  to  force  men  to  fitiht  to  ^et  fljih'ers. 
I  p  to  last  spring'  this  was  the  view  held  by   nearlv 
everyone  in  Canada.     No  responsdile  public  man  seriously 
considered  conscription  of  men  was  necessary.     Sir  Robert 
Borden  shortly  before  reassured   the  public  to  this  effect 
and  all  the  leadinK  prev<  and  statesmen  concurred.     Sud- 
denly, without  any  preparation,  he  announced  that  con- 
scription of   men   was  necessarv.     The   reason  nivcn   for 
this  remarkable  chanjie  of  attitude  was  that  our  ranks  at 
the  front  weie  l)ein^'  decimated  and  the  Ixj)s  were  cryin^j 
cut  to  us  for  help.     If  reinforcements  are  urgently  ncedeil 
and  our  boys  are  about  to  perish  if  aid  is  not  sen i  quickly, 
why  did  not  the  j;ovcrnment  hurry  throui^h  the  conscrip- 
tion  bill   instead  of  allowing  four  months  precious  time 
to  pass?     Why  did  they  not  have  the  (lovernor-CJencral 
sipi  the  bill  the  moment  it  passed  parliament  instead  of 
ivaitinK  nine  long  days  in  idle  indecision?     They  do  not 
hesitate  to  apply  the  brutal  clonire  to  force  through  parlia- 
ment in  double  quick  time  bills  of  unprecedented  boldness 
and  shadiness  aimed  at  enriching  their  corporation  friends 
and   saving   their  own   hides.      Why   did   thcv  not  show- 
equal  concern    for  the  safety  of  the  boys  at'  the   front  ? 
Either  this  bill  was  urgent  or  it  was  not.     I*  it  was  urgent 
the  government  has  been   guilty  of   unpardonable  delay. 
If    it    was   not   urgent    the   public   has   been    deliberately 
deceived.    Again,  if  the  urgency  reall>  exists  and  our  war- 
worn fighters  are  in  a  bad  way  for  reinforcements,  why 
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lire  ndt  some  of  flu-  million*  of  Mil.iiers  in  Great  Britain. 
imludin^:    our    own    hundred    thousand    odd   Canadian 
soldiers,  sent  to  relieve?    To  say  there  is  uruem\    to  the 
extent  alleged  and  that  it  continues  undc.   the  e\es  of  the 
war  lords  when   it  could   be  remedieil   in  a  few  hours  as 
sUK^^ested,  is  to  indiit  those  in  supreme  command  with  a 
crune  equalled  onl\  by  the  callousness  of  the  bhiody  Turk. 
It   I-  well  to  renieinber  that  the  same  kmd  of  allcfations 
\^  ere  made  in  Australia  when  the  coercionists  were  uruinj 
conscription   there  and   the  same  noisy   patriotism   with  a 
metallic  riny;  rani:  to  heaven.     But  nevertheless  the  ve-y 
\(ilunteers    from    that   colonv    when     they     voted     <;ave   a 
mnjority  a>;ainst  conscription  in  every  camp  on  every  front 
—  in   Ki:\pt.  (lallipoli,   Saloniki,  and    France.     This  con 
ription  agitation  is  ten)  sudden,  forced  and  factorv  -made 
to   be   j^'enuine.      Like  a  great   hot-air   balloon    its   proiu', 
pretentious  lines  are  momentarily  niaintainr.l  by  the  heat 
ot   a   fevered  condition.     When  it  strikes  the  currents  of 
cool  .iud>;ment  it  will  collapse  and  leave  behind  it  only  a 
trail  of  poiMjned  ^as. 

.Now  let  us  see  why  more  men  have  not  enlisted  and 
«  hat  has  to  Ix'  done  to  secure  more  volunteers.  A  \ear 
and  a  halt  a;:o  recruiting;  was  deliberately  »''  :)urai,'ed  tor 
a  time  in  some  parts  of  the  Dominion  by  the  very  L'overn- 
ment  that  is  now  complaining  of  the  lack  of  recruits.  For 
the  past  five  months  there  has  been  no  real  effort  made 
to  recruit.  Recently  officers  ha\e  been  kno\\  n  to  actually 
iefu.se  to  allow  men  t(,  enlist  for  oversea^.  It  would 
almost  look  as  thoujih  the  K'>vernment  preferred  makin;^ 
out  a  case  for  conscription  to  jrettinj;  support  for  the  front. 
1  he  truth  is  that  rhrout:hout  the  whole  three  \ears  of  war 
the  task  of  recruiting;  has  been  lart;el\  in  charjje  of  men 
who,  while  no  iloubt  doin);  their  best,  were  neverthele,, 
most  unsuited  to  inspire  service.  The  facts  supj^ortinf; 
these  statements  are  common  knowledge. 

But  what  h.is  slackened  recruiting  most  has  been  the 
rank  conditions  allowed  to  exist  in  the  army  and  at  home. 
-As  to  the  army — it  is  unwortlu  of  our  countr\  to  ask  men 
to  fight  tor  the  protection  of  our  liberties,  wealth  and  nil 
we  hold  dear  for  >i.i<)  a  day.  Our  defenders  should  get 
no  less  than  $2. so  a  day.  .\ien  doing  their  bit  in  all  other 
walks  <if  life  but  in  an  atmosphere  of  serene  safet\  receive 
rair  renuuH-ration.  Why  not  the  boys  who  are  doing  the 
most  arduous  and  dangerous,  though  glorious,  work  on 
■arth  ?  Sureh  this  matter  is  not  open  to  argument.  Onlv 
the  confirmed  stupidity  of  in  obdurate  administration  has 
made  the  ixjntinuance  of  this  national  disgrace  po-sible. 
Not  only  should  the  soldiers  receive  decent  pav,  but  their 
dependents    should    be    placed    in    a    position    of    absolute 
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security    while     they    arc    away,     and     they    and    their 
dependents  should  he  secured  a^ain^st  want  in  the  event  of 
incapacity  or  death.     To  this  end   I  ta...r  the  system  ot 
cheap   national    insurance   tor   soldiers   such   as  h;is   been 
adopted  in  the   Lnited  States  (this  s>srem  can  no  doubt 
be  unproved  in  son)e  details)  and  !  iavor  the  imniediatf 
abolition  of  the  Patriotic  Fund  with  a  substitution  tliercfor 
of  suitable  fixed  pa>ments  direct  from  the  (government  to 
the  dcpendent>.     The    Patrictic    Fund,   while  nobly   con- 
ceived, has  become  an  unbusinesslike,  unsavory  affair.    T!ie 
!)ar!,'ain    to    look  after  a  .soldier's  dependents  should   be 
between  the  soldier  and   the  ^lovernment.      It  should  be 
fixed  and  absolute,  no  matter  what  betides.     If  a  soldier's 
\i  ife  buys  a  new  Ixmnef,  j,r„es  to  a  picture  show,  or  take> 
a  jitney  ride,  she  should  not  be  catechized,  humiliated  and 
deprived  of  her  allowance.     In  any  event  the  wives  of  our 
soldiers  should  not  have  to  live  on  charitv.  and  should  no 
lont^er  be  at  the  mercy  of  amateur  censors  who  dole  out 
the  fund  with  unctuous  benev<ilence.     \ou  say  all  this  is 
fine,  but  where  will   the  numey  come  from?     A  ^'overn- 
ment   that   does   not   worr\    about   making;  a   present   of 
millions  to  the  directors  of  the  Canadian  Northern  Rail- 
way for  a  worthless  equit>  in  a  bankrupt  busmess  should 
feel  no  difficulty  on  that  score. 

Politics,   favoritism  and  snoblx'r\    must  be  eliminated 
trom  our  army.     These  have  strained  the  lovalty  of  many 
a  fine  soldier  to  the  limit  and  are  so  notorious  that  they 
have  prevented  many  from  enlistini;.     Ri^ht  in  thi-s  pro- 
vince a  splendid  c()mpan\    was  disbanded   because  it  was 
officially  declared  to  be  too  Liberal.     Political  pull  and 
favoritism  have  been  allowed  to  influence  the  promotion, 
work  and  safety  of  our  sohliers.     There  are  officers  here 
whose  uniforms  have  bri>.';htened  our  social  functions  ever 
since  the  war  began,  who  have  drawn  bi>;  pay  from  the 
government,  but  who  never  have  and  never  intend  to  draw 
any  German  blood.     Many  a  man  is  enjoying  the  shelter 
of  a  staff  office   far  from  the  firing  line  because  of  his 
family  or  political  influence,  'vhile  other*  less  f,)rtunate 
have  no  alternative  but  to  face  the  grim  grind.     There 
are  some  slick  slackers  in  khaki,  and  mufti  does  not  cover 
a  1   the  cowards.     Promotions   in   the  army  above  every 
place  else  should  go  by  merit  and  not  b\   pull,  favor  or 
antecedents.     The  man  who  (-an  do  most' to  actually  win 
this  war  is  the  man  to  whom  the  prizes  of  position  should 
go   and   not   to   well-known   political    colonels,    pink    tea 
officers  and  safety  first  fighters.     Snobbery  must  be  cut 
out.     1  he  spirit  shown  by  some  officers  (juite  recently  in 
a  Vancouver  ari«t(Kratic  club  when  the\    raised  a  great 
rumpus  because  a  few  privates  came  into  the  club  would 
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damn  any  ricriiifiriK.  We  must  popularize  and  demo- 
cratize the  arm\  in  the  fullest  sen>e  by  makinj,'  it  a  place 
where  men  will  be  treated  like  men. 

Returned  soldiers  have  not  -n  public  or  private  busi- 
ness received  the  preference  tlicy  should.  i'his  could  be 
shown  by  many  hard  instances  if  -pace  permitted.  In  every 
feasible  way  we  must  try  to  pay  tlic  returned  soldier  the 
unpaxalile  debt  we  owe  him. 

Now,   as   to  conditions  at   home   that   have  retarded 
recruitinj:,  and  w  hich  must  be  corrected.     With  the  befjin- 
ninj;;  of  the  war  tlie  vultures  -ot  busy  and  have  },'"rk'cd 
themselves  on  the  necessities  of  the  people  ever  since.    The 
first  reciuit  iiad  Svarcely  sit;iied  up  before  scandals  in  con- 
nection with  the  war  admini>tration  bej^an,  and  they  have 
continued  to  the  present  hour,   necessitatinfj  the  appoint- 
ment of  manj  c^nunissions  to  cluvk  up  the  steals.     Recall 
the  Allison  contracts,  out  uf  which  he  made  such  profits 
that  he  could  afford  to  make  a  present  of  $i(X),(XX)  to  his 
stenographer;    the  hay  deals,  where  hay  was  paid  for  that 
was   never   delivered;    the   putting  of   brown   paper   into 
army  slioes  instead  of  leather;   small  arms  contracts;  horse 
sales,  in  one  case  the  government  bu>inp  a  horse  for  the 
cavalry   that  was  rejected    17   jears  ago  by  the   Liberal 
t;overnmcnt  for  u>e  in  the  South  African  war  because  it 
was  then  too  old,  etc.,  etc.,  etc.     This  list  could  f^ll  a 
page.     Hut  bad  as  all  this  is,  it  has  not  af?ected  the  life 
of  the  ordinary  citizen  so  directly  as  the  unbridled  greed 
of  profiteers,  food  hogs  and  storage  speculators.    The  enor- 
mous  increase   in    the  cost  of   living  is  wholly   without 
warrant.     One  concern,   by  a  government  report,  made 
$5,(XX),ooo  pro/it  last  year  out  of  bacon.     In  this  business 
before  the  war  they  were  satisfied  w ith  2  cents  per  pound 
profit.     Last  year  they  held  the  public  up  for  5  cents  per 
pound  profit.     Potaioes  last  )ear  were  bought  by  specu- 
lators for  $15  a  ton,  and  the  consumer  paid  $icx3  a  ton. 
The  consumer  was  coollj  robbed  of  at  least  $80  on  every 
ton.     So  the  carnival  of  the  spoilers  goes  on — the  cost  of 
mere  existing  mounting  higher  and  higher,  while  the  store- 
houses bulge  witii  more  food  than  ever  before.     Food  is 
allowed  to  rot  rather  than  be  sold  at  reasonable  prices. 
Trade   combines   have   prevented    food   coming   into   our 
markets  when  its  entry  would  reduce  prices.     Wages  have 
not  gone  up  proportionately,  and  many  a  family  has  felt 
the  bitter  pinch  of  want.    This  condition  cannot  continue. 
Yet  the  government  looks  on,   impotent  and  indifferent. 
1  rue,     it    has    appointetl     commissions    to   consider    the 
situation.     But  the  only  result  today  is  that  the  food  hogs 
continue  to  fatten,  while,  w  ith  the  pleasantry  of  a  comic 
opera  potentate,  we  are  advised  to  eat  less.     We  need  to 
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apply  the  "big  stick"  in  Canada.  TIic  situation  can  be 
pounded  back  to  normal,  it  c(.ura^'eousl)  attacked.  The 
necessities  of  life  in  these  times  should  not  cost  more  than 
the  cost  of  production  plus  a  fair  profit.  If  anyone  holds 
up  the  consumer  for  more  he  is  an  enemy  of  the  country 
and  should  be  enacted  a  robber  and  treated  as  such.  Some 
men  in  lu'^h  war  positions  in  Canada  ha\e  done  more  to 
injure  our  cause  than  a  whole  Boche  battalion,  and  it  is 
only  our  proverbial  lonj^-sufiferin^  that  st.iys  the  suj^^estion 
that  tliey  should  deserve  a  brick  wall  at  sunrise.  Men  are 
not  to  be  blamed  under  these  conditions  if  they  have 
hesitated  to  join  the  colors  and  lay  down  their  lives  for 
the  protection  of  these  conscienceless  pirates.  Correct 
these  abominable  economic  conditions  and  recruiting  will 
revive. 

I  said  above  that  money  ami  resources  must  be  con- 
scripted. This  is  so  wliether  men  are  conscripted  or  not. 
Men  volunteer,  but  wealth  scldc.ni  volunteers — ir  has  to 
be  conscripted.  Men  are  fij,'htin}r  for  the  liberties  of  men, 
and  wealth  must  be  made  to  fijiht  for  the  protection  of 
wealth.  KnoMnh  men  and  money  wisely  geiuraled  can 
win  any  ri^'hteous  \var,  but  this  war  will  become  an  un- 
riK'hteous  war  in  its  prosecution,  no  matter  how  just  i.i 
its  inception,  if  the  man  power  alone  is  to  bear  the  brunt 
of  battle  while  Mammon  sits  alfK)f.  British  Columbia  has 
already  voluntarily  jrlvcn  lo  (x-r  cent,  of  its  whole  popu 
lation  to  the  army,  while  not  a  tithe  of  i  per  cent,  of  its 
wealth  has  yone  to  win  the  war.  Evidences  are  abundant 
that  the  money  rinj^  of  Canada  hsok  to  the  present  jjovern- 
ment  for  protection,  and  that  wealth  will  never  be 
seriously  conscripted  by  the  present  powers. 

A  few  words  now  as  to  the  unfairness  of  the  conscrip- 
tion bill.  It  is  unfair  because  it  conscripts  men  without 
conscripting  wealth.  Thi*-  is  an  infamous  discrimination  and 
cannot  be  defended.  It  is  also  grossly  unfair  in  its  incidence 
and  particularly  to  British  Columbia.  Conscription  can 
tmly  be  justified  at  any  time  on  the  ground  that  it  places 
the  burden  of  bearing  arms  equally  on  all  eligibles.  This 
hill  does  not  do  this,  because  it  does  not  take  into  account 
the  numbers  already  joined  up  in  the  different  provinces. 
British  Columbia,  in  the  proud  position  of  leader,  has 
enlisted  lo  per  cent,  of  its  population;  Quebec,  2j4  per 
cent.;  Prince  Edward  Island,  2 Js  per  cent.;  Nova  Scotia, 
4!  1'  per  cent. ;  Ontario,  6  2-3  per  cent. ;  and  so  on.  It  is  Injustice  to 
unjust  to  coerce  another  man  to  join  in  British  Columbia  British 
until  the  other  provinces  have  reached  our  level.  When  Columbia 
that  is  attained  and  each  province  gives  10  per  cent.,  then, 
and  not  till  then,  can  we  have  conscription  on  an  even 
basis  as  we  could  have  had  it  at  the  beginning  of  the  war. 
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This  bill  KJves  Hrltisli  Columbia  no  credit  for  our  leader- 
ship,  and  treats  ii-.  no  better  than  the  most  lay^ard  pro- 
vm»e.  It  demands  us  by  forre  to  nive  thousaiicls  of  men 
more.  And  ri};lit  here  I  wisli  to  ^o  on  record  that,  apart 
liom  this  rtauranr  injnstire  alto;:ether,  it  is  against  wise 
domestic  and  imi>iTial  polii\  to  take  thousands  more  of 
our  British  Columbia  men  into  the  army.  Our  younc  fit 
manhood  in  liritl^ll  Columbia  is  nearl\  depleted.  \Vit!i 
the  ;:reat  dratts  alieadx  ,i\va\  there  are  barel\  enough  left 
to  iarr>  on  our  niiessar>  industries  and  keep  up  produc- 
tion. Ff  m()re  men  yo,  their  places  must  be  tilled  by  non- 
citi/.ens— principally  Orientals.  So  true  is  this  that  in  the 
senate  at  Otfau.i  this  \er\  -cs^iou  a  conuiu'ttee  recom- 
metulcd  that  Cimiesi'  be  allowed  to  enter  Canada  in 
unrestricted  numbers  to  take  the  place  of  the  men  who 
have  none  to  the  front.  This  Asiatic  menace  is  ever 
present.  an<l  mu-t  be  eternall\  an. I  vigilantly  watched. 

We  must  not  for^'et  that  British  Columbia  is  an 
I  utpost  ()f  empire  in  a  remarkabl\  strateuic  position  and 
the  best  interests  of  Canada  and  the  empire  demand  that 
we  keep  it  white  and  British.  Any  action  that  tends  to 
encoiirajze  another  population  here,  no  matter  in  what 
cause  ad\anced,  is  latent  with  e\il  and  insolves  a  urave 
national  danjrer.  Orientals  ha\e  already  driven  our  own 
people  from  the  fisheries  and  they  are  systematically  and 
insidiousl\  attacking:  the  coal  mines,  shinfjle  and  lumber 
business  and  other  industries.  If  man\  more  men  leave 
the  conquest  will  be  complete.  Surely  no  demand  of  the 
war  can  require  us  to  tnarch  our  a^rainst  one  enemy  and 
lease  another  in  possession. 

On  all  these  consi<leration>  I  reiH'at  that  the  conscrip- 
tion bill  is  unnecessary  and  unfair.  Its  injection  into  our 
national  life  has  been  unwise  and  unpatriotic.  It  has 
created  strife,  en^'cndered  bitterness,  set  class  against  class 
and  race  apu'nst  race  at  a  time  when  the  highest  states- 
manship should  have  worked  to  unify  and  strengthen  all 
elements  for  a  Lrreat  common  purpose.  It  h;is  raised  a  din 
of  discord  that  is  music  to  the  Kaiser's  ear,  but  brings 
t^rief  and  anxiety  to  all  who  sincerelv  wish  to  see  Canada's 
best  efforts  prevail.  No  other  conclusion  can  be  reached 
than  that  it  was  adopted  merely  as  a  political  expedient 
to  divert  attention  from  the  government's  blundcrinjr  and 
rampant  rascalitv— not  as  a  measure  to  win  the  war  but 
as  the  last  desperate  play  of  an  utterly  discredited  govern- 
ment  to  win  the  election.  A  {government  that  will  pla> 
thus  with  such  sacred  thinjis  as  meti's  lo\alty  and  lives 
ih"serves  the  fate  that  undoubtedly  awaits  it — it  will  be 
hoist  by  its  own  petard. 
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I  wish  to  urge  t^vo  other  matters  as  of  vital  interest 
t(>  the  Allies  and  ourselves.  Circatcr  activity  in  all  tht- 
fundamental  industries  should  be  entourayed  to  the  limit 
of  our  powers.  Production  of  essential  wealth  shouKI  be 
increased  by  every  possible  effort.  If  we  can  forget  the 
conscription  issue  for  a  minute  all  will  admit,  because  it  is 
an  obvious  fact,  that  the  Allies  will  never  lose  the  war 
from  want  of  soldiers.  It  is  just  now  of  greater  impor- 
tance that  food,  armaments,  ships  and  all  necessary  supplii-s 
be  available.  In  this  direction  1  submit  Canada  can  give 
its  best  service  to  the  Allies  and  do  most  to  win  the  war. 
Canada  is  the  world's  largest  virgin  treasure  house  of 
natural  wealth.  Would  it  not  serve  the  empire  best  if 
we  devoted  our  energies  more  to  developing  our  resources? 
For  example,  let  the  government  give  i(x>,oo(j  men  eacli 
i(X)  fertile  acres  and  finance  them  until' self-supporting. 
The  results  to  be  obtained  by  them  with  the  incidental 
help  required  would  be  enormous.  See  how  it  works  out 
in  wheat,  at  20  bushels  to  the  acre.  A  \ield  of  200,(kx),(X>) 
bushels — as  much  as  our  whole  wheat  \ield  this  year. 
This  is  a  practical  way  to  help  win  the  war  and  at  the 
same  time  help  our  people  and  help  develop  our  countr\. 
A  famous  publicist  has  said  that  this  war  will  be  won 
by  the  last  bushel  of  wheat.  If  so,  we  have  it  in  our 
hands  to  play  a  winning  part.  The  conscription  bill  calls 
for  100,000  men  for  the  front.  Where  do  ymi  think 
100,000  men  can  serve  our  cause  best — on  the  fields  of 
battle  or  in  the  fields  of  production  ? 

This  great  war  has  driven  home  lessons  to  men  ant! 
nations  that  would  have  taken  a  century  of  ordinary  social 
evolution  to  mature.  At  another  time  I  n  ill  enlarge  upon 
this  very  interesting  truth,  but  now  I  wish  only  to  direct 
notice  to  what  it  has  taught  us  about  the  national  life  of 
Canada.  It  is  an  indisputable  fact  that  we  have  not  in 
this  country  that  fervid,  uniform  love  of  Hag  and  institu- 
tions that  is  essential  in  a  united,  virile  nation.  Canada 
has  been  too  lax — we  have  taken  ttw  much  for  granted — 
and  in  this  awful  hour  of  trial  we  find  a  lack  of  unity  that 
is  deplorable.  This  is  a  poor  time  for  recriminations — 
they  will  achieve  nothing — but  it  is  a  good  time  for  earnest 
stocktaking.  Our  young  nation  is  only  in  the  building 
and  we  must  build  differently  if  we  are  to  have  a  people 
with  one  voice  of  loyal  devotion.  Ihe  best  way  to  secure 
that  voice  is  to  have  one  language.  We  must  begin  with 
the  citizen  in  the  child.  I  would  have  the  English  lan- 
guage, British  ideals  and  British  history  taught  to  every 
child  in  every  school  in  Canada — public  or  private — and 
the  British  flag  float  above — and  this  "by  compulsion  if 
necessary."     If  the  Canadian  Parliament  lacks  power  to 
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National  enact  such  a  law  now,  the  Imperial  Parli'ament  should  be 

Instruction         jH-titioneci  to  amcnii  the  B.  N.  A.  Act  sty  as  to  permit  it, 
Imperative  because  such  a  law  to  be  effective  and  uniform  must  be  a 

federal  law  backed  up  by  the  determination  of  every  true, 
far-siKhted  citi/en.  Canada  is  a  young  jjiant  among  the 
nation*  of  the  world  and  its  growth  and  aspirations  must 
not  be  dwarfed  by  the  ignorance,  bigotry  or  disloyalty 
of  any  section  or  sect. 

These  are  my  honest  conclusions — my  sincere  convic- 
tions. I  will  urge  them  throughout  the  election,  and,  with 
your  concurrence,  on  the  fioor  of  parliament,  as  a  sacred 
duty  in  this  national  crisis. 


W.  W.  B.  McINNES. 


September  15th,  1917. 


Zf^ 


12 


